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ABSTRACT 
Moana Disney movie directed by Ron Clements and John Murker talked about adventure 
of a country girl named Moana with her male friend Maui in saving her island. This movie 
contains many feminism values that are represented through characters in the movie both 
the women and men characters. This study is aimed to analyze Moana Disney movie in 
term of analytical of residual patriarchal ideology by using feminist criticism: women as a 
reader that produced by Elaine Showalter and found the hide messages including the 
stereotype and patriarchal system that is undiscovered by the men as the author of the work 
that is Moana Disney movie. Method which is used in this study is qualitative method and 
in descriptive form.  The source of data that was obtained in this study is Moana Disney 
movie. The data that were collected through process of watching, pausing and interpreting 
all aspects in the movie that relate with the problem that was analyzed. The writer found 
that image of women in the movie is imagined more active, strong and brave to show the 
resistance of the stereotype and patriarchal system that used to in literary work. However, 
the patriarchal system and stereotype were still found and existed in the movie through 
some aspects that appear after the feminist reading is done. It happened because of the 
influence of postmodern which is era of this movie is published as the result that with 
applying feminist reading and postmodernism image of women in this movie still presented 
as the inferior of men. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 Women issue in society had been common things to be discussed. Women and their role 
had different place in society, they were seen as different being which were weak, out of control, 
marginalized and very dependent. Phenomenon of women was clearly expressed in literary work. 
Through literary work, women issue including all injustice that they obtained in patriarchal society 
could be seen by authors’ idea and view that contained in theirworks. Various kinds of the 
patriarchy system and discrimination that happened to women were presented in literary works 
and could be analyzed specifically through feminist literary Criticism. As Showalter (1985) stated 
that feminist criticism has determined that gender as animportant kind of literary analysis which 
relate with the representations of gender either through development of literary genres by 
masculine or feminine values, or with the presence of female voice in literature, criticism and 
theory institution. 
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 Moana presented new female and male characters of Disney. Moana as the female 
character who want to save her village goes to set sail and set a defiance of his father. The plot of 
the movieand the relation of male and female characters of the movie made it reasonable of 
feminist interpretation in this new Disney animation. This reason made Moana (2016) in a glance 
could be expressed as an animation film of Disney that very extremely express feminism. Yet, 
stereotype and the patriarchal system are still seen in some scenes.All those things made the writer 
interested in take Moana (2016) as the object of the feminism research. 
        Based on the background of study above, the writer takes a question as follow:“How is 
residual of patriarchal ideology found in Moana Disney film?” The objective of the study is to 
show how residual of patriarchal ideology is found in Moana Disney film.The significances of the 
study are divided in two main purposes they are theoretical and practical purposes. The theoretical 
purpose is to show feminist criticism to study a work in order to determine how it perpetuates or 
condemns the oppression of women a whereas the practical purposes are the research are expected 
to give an easy and orientation of applying feminist criticism theory in a literary work especially 
by using feminist criticism by Elaine Showalter. 
 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 This research is a descriptive qualitative method that explaine the problems statement. 
Qualitative researchers study things in their natural settings, make an attempt to consideration or 
interpretation of phenomena in the context of the meanings that people bring to them 
throughqualitative method which engages an interpretive and naturalistic approach. (Denzin and 
Lincoln, 2000). The source of the main data is a film entitled Moana that produced by 
Disney directed by Ron Clements and John Musker. In collecting the data, the writer used 
technique by applying several steps, Watching, Taking some notes and quotes and Interpreting. 
In analyzing the data, the writer gave brief description of the characters in the film, then analyzed 
the dialogue the stereotype and patriarchal system towards women and used analysis to the 
qualitative data, applied feminist literary criticism approach that and focusing on the feminism 
aspect and trying to get what the film demonstrate about. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 In the Disney movie Moana, Stereotype of women as obedience beings can be seen in some 
scenes, such as in the scene of Moana and her father make a discuss about their village problem 
that is ending by Moana’s father that forbid all people to go beyond the reef especially Moana who 
has desire to across the ocean. Disney movie is one of media productions that is frequently 
represents a woman as the mind character. Moana as a woman mind character in Moana movie 
has shown the resistance of stereotype and patriarchal system as the way of the authors Ron 
Clements and John Musker to break the stereotype of women tradition which is develop during 
the construction of Disney's classic heroines. The authors are trying to break the stereotype and 
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patriarchal system through Moana character by imaging Moana as a brave and strong woman. She 
is physically described different from the perfectly styled hair, body and skin that often seen on 
other Disney woman characters such as blonde, slim and white.  
 Moana movie is a Disney movie that shows a story about men and women relation without 
a love interest or getting married idea such as in other Disney movie that particularly used marriage 
and love of woman and man to show their relationship which is always bring the story that woman 
will need man’s love and helpness to save their life. In the movie Te Fiti and Moana are the women 
characters of the movie that clearly show the women’s resistance towards patriarchal system in the 
Movie. Moana as the main character is defined as a brave and lively who is living in an island 
called Motonui. Moana is imaged with normal body and brown skin to show that Moana movie 
goes against stereotypical conceptions of feminine beauty that often shown in other Disney movie 
which woman with slim body, blond hair and white skin as the main character such as seen on 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 1973, Tangled 2010 and Frozen 2013, etc.  
 Moana Disney movie is one of Disney fantasy movies that show the patriarchal and 
stereotype resistance. Through Moana and Te Fiti the women characters in the movie that are 
described together against the damage that is made by Maui as a resistance form of patriarchal 
system. Te Fiti’s shapeshift to lava monster Te Ka is represent of women’s wrath towards the 
oppression that they get from patriarchal system. The oppression is shown through the robbing of 
Te Fiti’s heart that is done by Maui in the movie. The heart can be defined as represent of women’s 
right and status in society. Besides, based on the data above, the authors express their idea about 
nature damage that caused of human that is represented through Maui character who stole the heart 
of Te Fiti. However, the presentation of the women in different way that is made by the authors in 
the movie is only a camouflage which has means to cover up the hide message or the residual 
patriarchy ideology that is in the authors mind as represent of men’s thought. 
 In the scene Moana meet Maui and ask him to join with her to restore the heart of Te Fiti’s 
it seen that Maui doesn’t agree with it. He steals Moana’s canoe and leaves Moana in the island 
which he drifts ashore for thousand years.  Moana then chases Maui with ocean’s help to get his 
canoe back and join with Maui to start their journey, but Maui then doesn’t allow her neither to 
get her canoe back nor join with him. He decides to throw away Moana in the ocean, but with 
ocean’s help, Moana always back in her canoe and Maui. Maui still won’t listen to Moana who 
always tries hard to persuade him in order that he accede what Moana wants. He believes that 
Moana is only a mortal who can bring him in a dangerous. In other side, Moana keeps convincing 
Maui that he can be a hero as before if he can help her to restore Te Fiti’s heart until they can make 
a deal to do the journey together. 
 In Moana Movie patriarchal system can be seen in some scenes that are presented through 
the characters of the movie. When viewed through the lens of feminist criticism, Moana makes 
great progress in presenting patriarchy system and serves some characters that is different from 
other characters thatusually seen in the other media especially on Disney production. The 
patriarchal system in Moana Movie can be seen in men domination that appear in some scenes 
such as; Maui and Tefiti Quarrel, and Moana’s Family. Moana and her father Chief Tui are 
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debating for solution of their village’s problem of food. Moana gives a solution to fishing beyond 
the reef in order that they can find much fish. She believes that they can solve their problem if they 
go beyond the reef which there is a whole ocean because there is no fish in their lagoon anymore. 
Chef Tui disagrees with Moana’s think about fished beyond the reef. He doesn’t allow anyone to 
goes beyond the reef by said “No one goes beyond the reef”.  He emphasizes to Moana that they 
have one rule that have to keep in their village. However, Moana keeps her opinion and believes 
that the rule is an old rule which they have to break it to find a new solution for their problem, but 
Cief Tui keep holding his views about the rule by saying “A rule that keep us safe!”. The debate 
is ending by Chief Tui after he reminded Moana to never go beyond the reef. 
 The authors give Maui’s image as the superior through Gramma Tala description which is 
describing Maui more deeply about his power and rave it then marginalize Te Fiti by describing 
her as a sleeping woman with heart and demon or monster without heart.In the beginning of the 
movie Maui proudly described as a Demigod the win and the sea such as shown Gramma tala’s 
statement; “He was a Demigod of the wind and sea. He was a warrior. A trickster, a shapeshifter 
who could change form with the power of   his magical fish hook”, whereas Te Fiti she is only 
described as the mother island with heart as her power source and controller of herself. In the end 
of the description about them Te Fiti is described as a bringer of the darkness, it is shown through 
Gramma Tala description;“But without her heart, Te Fiti began to crumble, giving birth to a 
terrible darkness”.  In other side, Maui in duration; 01:30:59 through his statement: “Well, hook. 
No hook, I'm Maui” makes his own sure that he still a Maui as everybody know, a Demigod the 
win and the sea with or without his hook.  
  Maui in easily steals the heart of Te Fiti by using his hook. He takes the heart from the 
sparrow where the heart of Te Fiti is saved. It explains that Maui who is represent of men is imaged 
by the authors to be at the center of the action taking place, through the scene of the robbing of Te 
Fiti’s heart while Te Fiti,as the representation of women who doesn’t do anything to protect her 
heart from Maui which means that she plays more passive roles in the movie. Besides, the 
description of Te Fiti as the mother of island refers to portrayal of women in domestic area as a 
wife and mother. Women are also still imaged as aspiring to the idealized role of wife and mother 
first and foremost, with careers outside the home taking a backseat (Levinson, Stokes &Maltby, in 
Bogarosh, 2013:91).  
  As Bewley (In showalter, 1985:5) stated that in its earliest years, feminist criticism 
concentrated on exposing the misogyny of literary practice: the stereotyped images of women in 
literature as angels or monsters, the literary abuse or textual harassment of women in classic and 
popular male literature, and the exclusion of women from literary history. It refers to image of 
women as inferior still exist in a literary work cause the construction of patriarchal system which 
make men as the superior.  Such as seen in Moana Disney movie, the authors present the 
patriarchal system and the misogyny by describing Te Fiti and Maui in Gramma Tala description 
on the beginning of the movie with Maui as the superior through his definition as a hero and 
Demigod whereas Te Fiti is imaged as inferior with her emotional second form: Te Ka. Maui who 
is represent of men is imaged by the authors to be at the center of the action taking place, through 
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the scene of the robbing of Te Fiti’s heart while Te Fiti,as the representation of women who doesn’t 
do anything to protect her heart from Maui which means that she plays more passive roles in the 
movie. Besides, the description of Te Fiti as the mother of island refers to portrayal of women in 
domestic area as a wife and mother. Women are also still imaged as aspiring to the idealized role 
of wife and mother first and foremost, with careers outside the home taking a backseat (Levinson, 
Stokes &Maltby, in Bogarosh, 2013:91).  
 Delineation of women in a literary work especially in movie form is generally imaged as a 
passive object, consolation for men and complement of story. All these images a rise in literary 
work because of general view of women in social life that disparage them is imaged by men as the 
authors. feminist critique is focused on  woman as the consumer of male-produced literature, with 
what happens when we have the presence of mind  reflect on what it means to read as a woman, 
and to become aware of the significance of the sexual codes and stereotypes exist within a given 
text (in Plain and Sellers, 2007:34). 
 Image of women in the movie is imaged as human being with all their restrictiveness. 
Moana and her mother have represent image of women as the obedient beings and oppressed 
beings. It is shown through Moana who keep silent while her father made a last decision toward 
her in the end of their disputation or debate and her mother who justifies her husband’s thoughts 
and rule that is made for them. The patriarchal system in Moana movie clearly can be seen in 
Moana’s father who has control of his family and people. In patriarchy system, the gender relation 
is based on law of fatherhood. As Wiyatmi (2012) said that patriarchy is a social and culture system 
that give position towards father as dominant of women.Some scenes in the movie show how 
patriarchy system is exist through Moana’s father domination.  
 The marginalization and domination happen because the social structure and value that 
have develop in society domain. As Walby stated that Patriarchy is a system of social structure 
that places men position in dominant, suppress and women explorer (Walby, in Wiyatmi, 2017). 
The men use their power and position in society to gaining their control of women, such as what 
have been seen in Chief Tui character that have a position as a chief in his village and Moana’s 
father in his family. Through those positions, Chief Tui has a control of his family that consist of 
his daughterMoana, wife Sina and his mother Gramma Tala in order that the marginalization of 
women can be seen through those three women characters. 
 Image of women as dependent beings in Moana movie is clearly imaged in Moana’s 
journey to give back Tefiti’s heart. Women as dependent beings are imaged by the authors through 
Moana character that appear in every scene of Moana and Maui doing an adventure together.  
Moana in her journey, she is always begging Maui to board her boat by saying “You will board my 
boat” in some scenes. Besides, the authors make only two characters that appear in the adventure 
of restore Te Fiti heart scene, they are Moana and Maui which have represent women and men in 
social life. The way of the authors in making the two characters as the representation of gender 
while in the journey seen to make the audience or the reader easier to divide each gender character 
in order that, the stereotype of women as the dependent beings is clearly can be shown from Moana 
character who represent women in society. In the scene Moana meet Maui and ask him to join with 
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her to restore the heart of Te Fiti’s it seen that Maui doesn’t agree with it. He steals Moana’s canoe 
and leaves Moana in the island which he drifts ashore for thousand years.  Moana then chases 
Maui with ocean’s help to get his canoe back and join with Maui to start their journey, but Maui 
then doesn’t allow her neither to get her canoe back nor join with him. He decides to throw away 
Moana in the ocean, but with ocean’s help, Moana always back in her canoe and Maui. Moana 
doesn’t surrender she still begging Maui to join and help her to restore Te Fiti’s heart. 
 Those images in the Moana Disney movie consider the stereotype that women as a passive 
beings and the victims of men’s play. All the stereotypes of women that are explained above are 
the authors’ idea and though that is expressed in Moana Disney movie as a literary work.  As the 
men that write the story, they have their own way in imaged the women on their work. As Elaine 
Showalter stated that: 
 
If we study stereotypes of women, the sexism of male critics, and the limited roles women 
play in literary history, we are not learning what women have felt andexperienced, but only 
what men have thought women should be (Showalter,1985:130) 
 
 The stereotypes of women that appears in a literary work is a result of men’s thought about 
women in social life then is expressed in a literary works form. Instead all the things that is shown 
doesn’t aim to bring the audience or the reader of the work get the women felt or understand what 
the women have pass through in their life but rather the audience or the reader will be brought in 
men’s thinking way in view women condition that the men expect.  Such as what have been shown 
in Moana Movie, the authors, Ron Clements and John Musker which are men express their idea 
about women in some scenes through the woman characters such as Moana, Te Fiti and Sina which 
are seen as obedience, dependent and passive character. Those images of women that are shown 
through the woman characters in the movie have bring the audience as the reader into relief that 
stereotype of women still exist in a literary work.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 Moana movie as a new Disney movie production which is directed by Ron Clements and 
John Musker promote feminist value in different way. The movie in serve the story and represented 
feminist values is totally complete. It presented all phenomenons of women that relate with their 
image in social life, such as stereotype of women and patriarchal system. Image of women in the 
movie is imagined more active, strong and brave to show the resistance of the stereotype and 
patriarchal system that used to happen to women in literary work. However in other side the 
patriarchal system and stereotype were still found and exist in the movie through some aspects that 
appear after do feminist reading. It could be happened because of the influence of postmodern 
which is era of this movie is published as the result that with applying feminist reading and 
postmodernism image of women in this movie still presented as the inferior of men. 
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